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The Kentucky Rough Riders tried something new in

April by hosting a meeting without a set agenda, giving

members the opportunity to bring up whatever topics

of discussion they wished to talked about. 

Eight members were in attendance and the 

conversation covered everything from the recent 

deployment of the USS Theodore Roosevelt to Yemen,

to common core curriculum in education, to recent

issues regarding law enforcement and race, to climate

change, to potential presidential candidates for 2016 —

and much more.

The meeting was a great success and all agreed that

this format should be included on our meeting schedule

at least once a year. There is always “something to talk

about,” and that’s what the Kentucky Rough Riders

club is all about. (.... TR would have loved it.)

Above: Penny Howard (in pink) attended her first

meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders on April 21,

joining the conversation as club members participated

in an open-format discussion about current events and

other topics of interest. 

Below: Clockwise from bottom left: Jim Howard

makes a point as Steven Crone, Dave Welsh,

Shannon Jasper and Judith Jasper listen. Other

Kentucky Rough Riders in attendance on April 21

were Angela Gunter and Lora Wimsatt. 



Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the

Kentucky Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month at the DCPS Learning Center,

1700 Parrish Plaza Drive. Invite a friend; everyone welcome! Don’t forget to check our website at

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt for all the latest announcements and updates!

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

Rough Riders Public Speaking Contest
11 a.m. Saturday, May 16

Wendell H. Ford Government Education Center

Owensboro Museum of Science and History, 

122 E. Second St., Owensboro 

The Kentucky Rough Riders are proud to sponsor a 

Public Speaking Contest for all local/area high school

students. Cash prizes will be awarded for first-, second-

and third-place winners. Five students representing three

area high schools have signed up to compete. 

Everyone is invited to attend to hear original speeches

shared by these outstanding young people. 

For more information, visit

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt 

See Page 4 of this newsletter for more information about

this event and how you can help!

Kentucky Rough Rider meeting schedule 

continues on Page 3

Strenuous Life Spring Hike
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 2

Local naturalist Obbie Todd will lead the Rough Riders

on a leisurely hike through the nature trails at Yellow

Creek Park, as we enjoy the buds and blossoms of our

local plant life and look for signs of wildlife. The hike

will include an optional picnic lunch. Everyone is 

welcome to invite friends and family to join us for this

special activity. 

“Words that Changed the World”
6 p.m. Tuesday, May 19

This special meeting will feature

winners of the Kentucky Rough

Riders high school speech contest. 

Students will be invited to share

their award-winning speeches on

topics related to Theodore 

Roosevelt with our club. 

We will also review and discuss

some of history’s most famous

speeches, including a few of TR’s, and talk about how

these powerful messages have changed our lives, and the

world.

Is there a speech that has been especially meaningful to

you? Contact Lora Wimsatt and we will be sure that

message is included as part of the discussion at our 

May 19 meeting.

“Our Past, Our People”
6 p.m. Tuesday, June 16

Lee and Aloma Dew are our

special guests as they share

reflections and interesting 

stories about our community’s

history! The Dews are 

respected local historians and

authors, and are members of

the 2015 Daviess County 

Bicentennial Committee.

Everyone is invited to learn

more about the people, places

and events of the past 

(including Theodore 

Roosevelt’s visits to 

Owensboro) and what the 

future holds for Daviess

County, Kentucky. 

The meeting will also include

an opportunity to share 

memories about our 

hometown!



“Travels with TR”
6 p.m. Tuesday, July 21

Lora Wimsatt and Steve & Cindy Goodrid will share 

stories of their “Travels with TR” in a lighthearted 

review of visits to TR’s Elkhorn Ranch; Theodore 

Roosevelt National Park; attendance at national TR 

Association meetings in Buffalo and New York City, 

including meetings with Ken Burns and Edmund Morris;

mornings on horseback in the Dakota Badlands; and how

a hurricane, a dumpster and a mirror inspired the launch

of the Kentucky Rough Riders. The program will also 

include a conversation about how travel enriches our

lives – a belief TR most certainly would have shared. 

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

"Gun Rights / Gun Control"
6 p.m. Tuesday, August 18

Theodore Roosevelt was a life member of the National

Rifle Association and he owned many firearms. Gun 

ownership is a hot topic today. Steve Crone will set up a

discussion about the Second Amendment, gun rights and

gun control as impacted by the Supreme Court decisions

of District of Columbia v Heller (2008) and McDonald v

Chicago (2010). This meeting will provide an opportunity

for everyone to share their opinions, and listen and learn

from  the opinions of others.

"Climate Change"
6 p.m. Tuesday,  Sept. 15

Ben Taylor of the Owensboro Sierra Club will  lead this

presentation with information supporting theories about

climate change  — what's happening, how and why is it

happening, what does it mean ... and how can we respond

as individuals and a community. 

Climate Change, Human Health and 

The Environment: 

Have We Reached The “Crowded Hour”?
6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20

Climate change, particularly as a result of burning fossil

fuels, impacts human health both locally and on a global

basis. Shifts in weather patterns and accumulation of heat

affect the stability of certain environments (land masses,

oceans) and cause profound changes that affect human,

animal and plant species from the macro- down to the

microhabitat level. Ed Cupp will share examples of these

changes, as well as explaining how they impact public

health in Kentucky and elsewhere. 



TR Public Speaking Contest
The Kentucky Rough Riders are 

sponsoring a TR Public Speaking

Contest for high school students in

Owensboro/Daviess County and the

surrounding region.

The contest is scheduled to begin at 

11 a.m. Saturday, May 16, at the 

Wendell H. Ford Government 

Education Center, located in the

Owensboro Museum of Science and

History, 122 E. Second St.     

Todd Reynolds, executive director of

Theatre Workshop of Owensboro, will

serve as our master of ceremonies; 

and members of the Owensboro 

Toastmasters Club will be our judges. 

Contest chairman Dr. Angela Gunter

has accepted entry forms from five

students representing three area high

schools. Each speech will be five 

minutes (or less) in length.

Cash scholarships will be awarded:

$500 to the first-place winner; $200

for second place; $100 to the third-

place winner; and $50 to other 

participants. The first-place winner

will also receive a bronze bust of TR;

and all students will be presented with

a personalized gift.

Volunteers are needed to assist with

registration and serving light 

refreshments at a reception to be

served while judges are tallying

scores. Contact Lora Wimsatt at 

270-316-0192 or Angie Gunter at 

270-952-1691 to volunteer.

All Rough Riders are encouraged to

attend and show support for these 

students! 

Would you like to contribute to meetings 

but don’t want to facilitate a discussion? 
Volunteers to provide snacks for club meetings are always welcome. 

Contact Lora Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 

if you’d like to bring refreshments to an upcoming meeting.


