
Kentucky Rough Riders
Theodore Roosevelt Club

‘Protect and Serve’
Daviess County Sheriff Keith Cain shared an insightful

and thoughtful presentation about Theodore Roosevelt’s

legacy to law enforcement during the Aug. 19, 2014,

meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders, with an emphasis

on TR’s philosophy of public service.

Many of the policies and procedures TR implemented 

during his term as New York City Police Commissioner

are still in place today, such as implementing the first

academy for training law enforcement professionals. 

Sheriff Cain also explored the expectations a community

rightfully has for law enforcement, including being 

accessible, responsive and accountable.

“Good character, solid character, visible character ... 

comprised of integrity, honesty, professionalism, 

compassion, respect, and yes, accountability — these

qualities ensure you, our public, will receive the quality

of service each of you deserve, and in turn, we will enjoy

the support and gratitude we have earned,” Cain said.

The presentation was followed by discussion among club

members, which included thoughts about the timely topic

of unrest in the Ferguson, Mo., community, following the

shooting of an unarmed man by a police officer. The goal

of the Kentucky Rough Riders is always to provide an 

opportunity for listening, learning and respectful sharing

of opinions and debate on historic and current events.  

The meeting also included presentation of Kentucky

Rough Rider “Teddy Bears,” which will be distributed to

our local deputies and distributed to children who are 

involved in traumatic situations, such as domestic 

disputes, vehicle accidents etc. 

Our next meeting is set for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16, at

the DCPS Learning Center, 1700 Parrish Plaza Drive.

Bring your friends and plan to join us!

More photos from Aug. 19 meeting on back page. 

August 2014

Daviess County Sheriff Keith Cain makes a point while

speaking to members of the Kentucky Rough Riders on

Tuesday, Aug. 19. Below, Theodore Roosevelt is depicted

in a period cartoon highlighting his contributions as police

commissioner of New York City (1895-97).



A Film by Ken Burns

The Roosevelts
An Intimate History
Coming to PBS Sept. 14, 2014

(Information from PBS.org) “The Roosevelts: An Intimate History” chronicles the lives of Theodore, Franklin and

Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of the most prominent and influential family in American politics. It is the first time

in a major documentary television series that their individual stories have been interwoven into a single narrative.

Braodcast of this seven-part, 14-hour film begins on Sunday, Sept. 14. Filmmaker Ken Burns describes how he brings

the stories of Theodore, Eleanor and Franklin to life in his documentary in “PBS Previews ‘The Roosevelts,’ ” available

now on the PBS website: http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-roosevelts/watch-videos/

This conference is hosted by the 

Theodore Roosevelt Center at 

Dickinson State University, North Dakota.

Cost for the three-day event is $110. 

Click HERE to visit TR Center website 

to register, view the conference schedule 

or just to browse this terrific site and its

archives of photographs and documents.

TR Association 95th annual meeting is Oct. 24-25 in New York City
Guest speakers are Emmy Award-winning filmmaker

Ken Burns, whose documentary “The Roosevelts: An

Intimate History” is described above; and Edmund

Morris, author of the “TR Trilogy” — “The Rise of

Theodore Roosevelt,” “Theodore Rex” and “Colonel

Roosevelt.” Morris will discuss his new book, “The

Nine Lives of Theodore Roosevelt” at this conference.

The annual meeting offers two pricing options at $250

or $500 per person. 

Click HERE to view the TRA website for more 

information about the annual meeting or about joining

the national association. 

http://www.theodoreroosevelt.org/site/c.elKSIdOWIiJ8H/b.8090799/k.C003/Home.htm
http://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/


The Kentucky Rough Riders
Our goal is to provide a forum for respectful conversation about topics that were of interest to our 26th President that

are still relevant today. Our meetings are open to all who wish to listen, learn and participate in these discussions and

debates. Everyone is welcome to volunteer to facilitate a topic of discussion at upcoming meetings. You don’t have to

be an expert; just share what you know and open the discussion up for conversation and debate. We’ll do the rest!

Click HERE to visit our website.  “Like” us on Facebook: “Theodore Roosevelt - Ky Rough Riders” (click to connect).

Teddy Bear Picnic club fundraiser
The Kentucky Rough Riders would like to sponsor a Teddy Bear Picnic to raise

money for a scholarship to be awarded to a high school student winning our 

public speaking contest. If you would be interested in volunteering at this event,

contact Lora Wimsatt at kyroughriders@gmail.com or call 270-316-0192. 

We’d like to host this event in September or early October 2014 at a local park. 

We need volunteers to provide refreshments (cookies, lemonade, etc.), sell 

tickets, and assist with games and activities such as face painting, a “well bear

clinic” (hopefully with cartoon character Doc McStuffins). We especially need 

financial donations so we can purchase items to make this event possible — with

a goal of making a generous profit to support our scholarship fund!

The Kentucky Rough Riders club proudly sponsors a

Teddy Bear friendship project. 

We donate Teddy Bears to children living in local

homeless and spouse abuse shelters; and we provide

bears to law enforcement professionals to be given to

children involved in traumatic situations, such as 

domestic violence calls and vehicle accidents.

Bears include a tag with information about TR (for

whom Teddy Bears are named) and an inspirational

quote from our 26th President.

If you know an agency (or a child) who needs a bear,

let us know! 

The Kentucky Rough Riders club

sponsors a Public Speaking Contest

for high school seniors, awarding 

a $1,000 cash prize to support 

continued education. The contest is

set for May 2015. Your donation 

toward this scholarship fund is 

welcome and appreciated. 

Rough Rider projects
Get involved! We need volunteers to help

Kentucky Rough Rider T-shirts ... and more!
Due to circumstances beyond our control, we were unable to acquire 

T-shirts and ballcaps from the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural site in 

Buffalo, N.Y. But now we have something even BETTER: 
You can have our very own, very cool Kentucky Rough Riders logo

embroidered on T-shirts, polos, sweatshirts, jackets, hats, hoodies, tote

bags or pretty much anything else.

Take your item to Legends / The Next Legend at 325 Park Plaza Drive

and ask for the Kentucky Rough Riders logo. Cost for most items is

$10 each. The store is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through

Friday; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday; and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Their

phone number is 270-684-9600 or email sales@thenextlegend.com 

Note: If you have ordered and paid for an item and have not yet received

it, please contact Lora Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 to make arrangements to

have your item delivered. 

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt
https://www.facebook.com/KyRoughRiders?ref=bookmarks


Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join

the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the Kentucky

Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each

month at the DCPS Learning Center, 1700 Parrish Plaza

Drive.

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16

Tom P. Leonard will lead the

Kentucky Rough Riders in an

overview of the life of

Theodore Roosevelt. This

presentation promises to be a

“great adventure,” just as TR’s

life was. Plan to join us for an

interesting evening reviewing

TR’s many roles, his 

contributions to our nation 

and his legacy to history. 

6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20

TR Game Night! 
TR liked to have fun,

and we do too. 

Join us for a chance 

to win prizes with 

a variety of games ... 

all with a 

Theodore Roosevelt

theme! 

10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 18

Rudy Mine Hiking Trails

Just past Ben Hawes Park off U.S. 60 West

(Read below — Members can choose half-mile or mile

hike ... park either at Rudy Mine Trail entrance or at the

home of Obbie Todd (directions to come).

Local naturalist Obbie Todd will lead the Kentucky Rough

Riders on a hike through the Rudy Mine Trails - a tribute

to both TR's love for nature and his dedication to living

“the strenuous life!” Don’t worry, though; this will not be

a strenuous exercise; we will walk at a leisurely pace,

stopping along the way to look at trees, flowers, plants,

birds and other elements of our local natural beauty. After

about a half-mile (approximately one hour), we will stop

for potluck picnic lunch on Obbie’s beautiful property.

Those who have parked their cars there may choose to end

their hike there, while others may continue on for another

half-mile/ hour to the Rudy Mine Trail entrance. 

6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 18

Steven S. Crone will explore “Theodore Roosevelt’s 

Literary Life” at our November meeting. TR was the 

author of about 40 books, not to mention thousands of

speeches, letters and other documents. He was also a 

voracious reader (including hundreds in foreign 

languages). Whether camping, on safari or even while

serving as President, TR read at least one book a day, 

and was able to comprehend and retain even the most

complex texts. This strong literary background was a

tremendous benefit to his leadership and influence ... 

and contributed greatly to his overall enjoyment and 

appreciation for life. 

No 

Meeting

in December

....

Enjoy this 

special time

with family.



Kentucky Rough Riders meeting topics
These are just a FEW of the potential topics for discussion

available for our Kentucky Rough Riders! Our club meets

monthly to discuss topics that were of interest to our 26th

President ... which includes just about everything! 

Discussion includes both historic and current events.

n The New Nationalism – TR’s Progressive political 
philosophy. Would TR be a Democrat or a Republican

today ... or something else altogether?

n Conservation, nature and environmental concerns —
local issues as well as national

n Gun rights/Second Amendment — We live in a very
different world than the one TR knew; this is one of the

most polarizing issues of our day. Let’s discuss!

n Military preparedness – “To be prepared for war is the
most effectual means to promote peace” — George 

Washington, as quoted by TR in his speech to the Naval

Academy shortly before the Spanish-American War

n The psychology of overcoming tragedy. TR’s response
to the death of first wife and mother on same day; the

scandal and death of his alcoholic brother Elliott; and

other personal tragedies was basically to never speak of

those losses and to immerse himself in activity to “forget.”

“Black care rarely sits behind a rider whose pace is fast

enough.”This is probably not the healthiest choice. What

can we learn from TR’s choices and their consequences?

n Exercise and physical fitness – TR was a vigorous 
proponent of “the strenuous life” — physically, but also

morally and intellectually.

n Family values and effect on society

n Politicians’ and citizens’ responsibilities … “the greater
good”

n Politicians and religion — TR had some interesting
thoughts here. 

n Immigration – pros, cons and responsibilities; and TR’s
attitude toward “hyphenated Americans”

n Value of athletics – Did you know TR “saved” football,
which was on the verge of being banned because it was

such a dangerous game? He was instrumental in the 

formation of the NCAA.  

n TR and race — Racial attitudes and civil rights issues
were at the forefront of society during TR’s lifetime.

Learn about TR’s evolving attitudes, his controversial 

invitation to Booker T. Washington for dinner at the 

White House, and his discharge of 167 African-American 

soldiers after the Brownsville incident.

n The Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug
Act –  TR read Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” and it 

influenced him to sign these two laws. What are the 

comparisons to consumer safety in contemporary society?

n Labor Unions – TR’s groundbreaking role in the 1902
Anthracite Coal Strike: One unusual and significant 

characteristic of this strike was that for the first time, the

national government did not automatically side with the

owners in the dispute. Let’s explore TR’s views on labor

unions from the AFL to the IWW (a radical union which

supported industrial sabotage formed in 1905) to Socialist

candidate Eugene Debs. Once again,  TR’s views could be

relevant to and shed light on what is going on today in the

battle between labor and capital. TR wasn’t afraid of

much, but he did fear a social revolution. Should we? 

These are the topics we’ve already discussed or are

scheduled for future discussion ... but we can always

review them again! There’s always more to learn! 

n TR and the Teddy Bear: The legend comes to life 

n TR and Women’s Rights 

n TR: Bridging the Gap Between the Rich and Poor

n TR and World Affairs — The role of the United States
in international affairs

n TR and the Genesis of a Coin Design 

n TR, the Rough Riders and the Spanish American War
— The events leading up to a shift in world power

n TR and the Media: The roles and responsibilities of
politicians, journalists and the American public 

n TR’s Great Adventure: The Life of Theodore Roosevelt 

n TR’s lifelong love for nature and the great outdoors 

n TR and the value of literature in quality of life 

Volunteers are welcome to facilitate

discussion on any of these (or other!)

topics.

I don’t know much about TR or his thoughts about a

topic I’m interested in.

You don’t have to. Just share what you do know and we’ll

do the rest. If you want to learn more about TR and pretty

much any topic, contact Lora. She will be glad to share

books from her extensive TR library.

I don’t want to do a PowerPoint.

No problem! Present your program any way you are 

comfortable with doing it.

I don’t want to lead a discussion, but I do want to 

contribute to our meetings.

The most important thing you do can for our club is just to

BE THERE! Everyone is encouraged to share their ideas

and thoughts! All opinions are valued here. And don’t 

forget — we also need volunteers to bring snacks! 



Photos from Ky. Rough Riders meeting - Aug. 16

The Aug. 16 meeting of the Kentucky

Rough Riders was attended by 

18 members and guests:

Barbara Barr

Jim Barr

Sheriff Keith Cain

Schley Cox

Steve Crone

Ann Futrell

Alex Goodrid

Steve Goodrid

Julia Hobbs

Glenn Hodges

Jim Howard

Cindy Hudson

Judith Jasper

Shannon Jasper

Tom P. Leonard

Ray Roth

Dave Welsh

Lora Wimsatt

Meetings are open to all interested

and respectful people. Invite your

friends to visit and check us out! 

Above left — Shannon Jasper, left, shares a laugh with

Jim Howard as they review the agenda for the Aug. 16

meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders.

Above right — Daviess County Sheriff Keith Cain

greets Schley Cox, who is wearing his new Kentucky

Rough Rider hat.

Right — Sheriff Keith Cain answers a question from 

Ann Futrell following his presentation to the club.

Below — Members of the Kentucky Rough Riders listen

as Daviess County Sheriff Keith Cain shares insights

about the roles and responsibilities of law enforcement

in serving our community. 


