
Kentucky Rough Riders
Theodore Roosevelt Club

Getting Action!
Theodore Roosevelt would have been very proud of our

club as we made great progress at our January 2014 

meeting, officially adopting the title “Kentucky Rough

Riders” and moving forward with our service projects of

collecting and distributing teddy bears, and hosting a 

public speaking contest for area high school students.

Teddy Bear Chairman Schley Cox shared an interesting

report about the history of the Teddy Bear. He noted our

club has already collected about 100 furry friends, which

he is in the process of cleaning so they will be ready to be

loved by children in local shelters and hospitals. The

Daviess County Sheriff’s Office has requested a dozen

bears for deputies to keep on hand when responding to

traumatic situations involving children (vehicle accidents,

domestic disputes etc.) and we also are making contacts

with the Owensboro Area Spouse Abuse Shelter, local

homeless shelters and the Owensboro Health hospital.

Each bear will proudly wear a ribbon in the blue-and-

white polka dot pattern worn by the Rough Riders, and

will include a tag printed with educational information

about Theodore Roosevelt and an inspirational quote

from our 26th President. Information about distribution of

bears will be coming soon! 

The Kentucky Rough Riders are collecting new and 

pre-loved Teddy Bears to be distributed to children in our

community. This is one of our club’s main service projects.

Everyone is encouraged to participate!

Mark Your Calendar — Our Next Meeting
The Kentucky Rough Riders will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday,

Feb. 11, in the second floor meeting room at the Daviess

County Public Library. The library is located at 2020

Frederica St. When you enter, use the stairs on your left to

go upstairs. Turn left, go all the way to the end of the

building, and you will see the meeting room on your left.

Cindy Hudson has graciously offered to provide snacks

for this meeting — Thank you, Cindy!

Ray Roth has volunteered to facilitate our discussion.

Topic: History of women’s struggle for equal rights in

America. As leader of the Progressive (Bull Moose) Party,

TR encouraged women to actively participate in the 

campaign. The party’s national convention was held in

Chicago in August 1912, with many women serving as

delegates and in other prominent positions.

Ray will connect the issues of TR’s day to those of our

own, including:

n Inequality of pay for women vs. men

n Failure of Congress to pass the Violence Against 

Women Act

n Failure of Congress to pass laws protecting women in 
the military from rape and sexual harassment

n Inquities of single mothers raising children
Please plan to attend to learn more about this relevant

topic. We are here to listen and learn. All opinions are 

valued — we want to hear yours!  



The national Theodore Roosevelt Association is pleased

with our interest in becoming an official chapter of that

organization. They are working to provide information

about eligibility requirements. At that time, our club will

consider whether we wish to pursue that option.

Everyone is welcome to volunteer to facilitate a topic of

discussion at upcoming meetings. Almost any subject is

appropriate as TR was interested in almost everything!

You don’t have to be a scholar or expert; just share what

you know and open the discussion up for conversation

and debate. We’ll do the rest! 

Ken Burns is producing a documentary about the 

Roosevelt family — Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor.

This will be released later in 2014. Ken Burns will be

the keynote speaker at this year’s TRA meeting in 

New York City in late October. Ask Lora for details! 

We are looking for a volunteer to serve as club historian

(take photos at meetings and club events; coordinate

with recording secretary Leslie McCarty to document

club activities; etc.).

Everyone is asked to collect teddy bears and raise

money for our Public Speaking Contest scholarship.

Bears should be new or in excellent pre-loved condition.

Donations of all sizes for the scholarship fund are 

welcome.

The Daviess County Public Library has several books

about TR available, or contact Lora Wimsatt and she’ll

be glad to loan a book from her vast collection.

Our Members (so far!)
Ed L. Allen — edla@bellsouth.net

Barbara Barr — bbarr54@roadrunner.com

Jim Barr — jim.barr@daviess.kyschools.us

Joe Berry — jberry@owensboro.com

Schley Cox – schley73@gmail.com 

Angie Gunter – angela.gunter@daviess.kyschools.us

Cindy Hudson – cindy.hudson@daviess.kyschools.us

Linda Jenkins — drjmrsj@aol.com

Wade Jenkins — wade.jenkins@oldnational.com

Jarrod McCarty – jmccarty@dcplibrary.org

Leslie Byrne McCarty – lbyrne@dcplibrary.org 

Jim McCormack – jftjimmac@gmail.com 

Michael Moran — mfmoran@iglou.com

Beth Noffsinger — bnoffsinger@messenger-inquirer.com

Dr. Jeff Payne – astronomer@me.com 

Jimmie Payne – jvp9550@gmail.com

Tom Pope — harlan123@gmail.com

Todd Reynolds — winterlion@juno.com

Ray Roth – ray.roth@daviess.kyschools.us

Rob Sexton — robsoffice42348@att.net

Dave Welsh — davidwelsh@roadrunner.com

Lora Wimsatt – lora.wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us

TR Public Speaking Contest
Dr. Angela Gunter is in the process of

finalizing a timeline and guidelines

for the TR Public Speaking Contest,

for which she is serving as chairman.

Our vision is to invite high school

students from Owensboro/Daviess

County and the surrounding region 

to participate in this event.

Our club’s goal is to offer a $1,000

scholarship to the winner and a bust

of TR, similar to the one pictured

here, to others “placing” in the 

contest.

To raise prize money, we are inviting

members to bring a cash donation to

each meeting. (This is optional! Not

required! Please don’t feel obligated!)

We also invite members to collect 

donations. Here is one suggestion on

how you may do that:

We will give you a Teddy Bear to

show your friends and family.

Ask them to “sponsor” this bear,

which will be given away to a local

child in need (see page 1). Suggested

donation is $10 per person but we

will accept any gift!

The person does not get the bear, 

but has essentially “sponsored” the

cost of giving this bear to a child. 

However, because bears are actually

donated, we will use the money to

fund our TR Speaking Contest 

scholarship fund.

Let’s rise to the challenge, 

Rough Riders! 

What’s Coming Up?


