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The Kentucky Rough Riders hosted one of its most 

interesting, important and engaging conversations on 

Tuesday, Aug. 18, as members and guests attended a 

program dedicated to exploring the Second Amendment 

of the U.S. Constitution, legal interpretations of the

amendment through the years, and current issues and

opinions surrounding gun rights and gun control in today’s

society.

Local attorney Steven S. Crone shared a comprehensive

overview of the Second Amendment, including rulings by

the U.S. Supreme Court, setting up a discussion and 

debate among those in attendance that gave everyone an

opportunity to “listen and learn.”

True to the mission and purpose of our club, the 

conversation included many different points of view, but 

all opinions were shared in an atmosphere of mutual 

respect with a goal of understanding more about some of

the concerns that have put this issue in the forefront of

current events. 

As always, we honor our promise: 

“What we see here, what we say here, 

when we leave here, let it stay here.” 

Members of the Kentucky Rough Riders are pictured before the start of our

August 18 meeting. From left, Daviess County Sheriff Keith Cain greets

Shannon Jasper; while program facilitator Steve Crone reviews his notes and

Judith Jasper looks over the agenda for the evening’s program.

Steven S. Crone makes a point as 

he shares information about legal 

interpretations of the Second 

Amendment throughout history. 

See page 3 for exciting update regarding 

potential affiliation as official chapter of the national 

Theodore Roosevelt Association!



Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the

Kentucky Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month at the DCPS Learning Center,

1700 Parrish Plaza Drive. Invite a friend; everyone welcome! Don’t forget to check our website at

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt for all the latest announcements and updates!

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

“Climate Change”
6 p.m. Tuesday,  Sept. 15

Ben Taylor of the Owensboro Sierra Club will  lead this

presentation with information supporting theories about

climate change  — what's happening, how and why is it

happening, what does it mean ... and how can we respond

as individuals and a community. 

“Climate Change, Human Health and 

The Environment:

Have We Reached The ‘Crowded Hour’?”
6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20 — Kentucky Rough Riders

Climate change, particularly

as a result of burning fossil

fuels, impacts human health

both locally and on a global

basis. Shifts in weather 

patterns and accumulation 

of heat affect the stability of

certain environments (land

masses, oceans) and cause profound changes that affect

human, animal and plant species from the macro- down

to the microhabitat level. Ed Cupp will share examples of

these changes, as well as explaining how they impact

public health in Kentucky and elsewhere. 

“Our Hometown”
6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17

The Kentucky Rough Riders will host a special meeting

strolling down Memory Lane. Do you remember the DDI,

Anderson’s, the Cardinal Drive-In, the Regatta, Birdy’s

Breezy Bits ...? Join us for a sentimental journey down

Memory Lane! Bring your photos and memories to share!

No Meeting In December 
The Kentucky Rough Riders invite you to spend this time

with family and friends. Our regular meeting schedule

will resume in January 2016 with an outstanding lineup of

discussion and education topics. Everyone is invited to

suggest topics and/or volunteer to facilitate a meeting!

Contact Lora Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 or write to 

kyroughriders@gmail.com



Rough Riders online!
If you haven’t already done so, visit the Kentucky Rough Riders

website at www.kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt for 

information about club activities, future meeting topics and an

archive of past newsletters. Bookmark our site and check back

often for the latest news.

We also have a presence on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/KyRoughRiders

“Like” and “Share” to stay connected and invite your friends to 

upcoming meetings and special activities sponsored by the 

Kentucky Rough Riders. Everyone is welcome! 

Exciting news from the TRA!
The Kentucky Rough Riders have been honored with 

an invitation from the Theodore Roosevelt Association to

submit a letter of interest to begin the process of potential

affiliation of our club as an official chapter of the national

TRA. 

The TRA was chartered by Congress in 1920. Information

about the organization is available on their website,

www.theodoreroosevelt.org, including their mission

statement:

“The Theodore Roosevelt Association is a historical and

public service organization dedicated to perpetuating the

memory and ideals of Theodore Roosevelt. While looking

back at Roosevelt’s life, times, and legacy, we have our

sights on the future through programs that recognize 

brave and gifted individuals, inspire public service, bring

comfort to sick children and develop tomorrow’s leaders.”

TRA chapters are required to complete at least two 

qualifying programs each year. Those programs may 

include a public speaking contest, sponsorship of police

awards, Teddy Bears for children in need, and a chapter

fundraiser dinner. 

As members of the Kentucky Rough Riders know, our

club has already successfully implemented a Teddy Bears

for Kids program and a public speaking contest, awarding

cash scholarships to area high school students. In addition,

we meet 11 times each year (monthly except December)

and our club hosted a variety of successful special events

throughout the year, including nature hikes each spring

and fall, and a Teddy Bear Picnic.

TRA Executive Director Laurence Pels hosted a 

conference call on Aug. 17 with Rough Riders President

Lora Wimsatt and members Steve Goodrid and 

Dave Welsh, as well as Fritz Gordner, president of the 

Indianapolis chapter of the TRA, to discuss “next steps,”

which begin with the letter of interest. That letter has been

drafted and will be sent to the TRA office in Oyster Bay,

New York, this week, to be reviewed by the executive

committee of the board of trustees. 

Kentucky Rough Riders will be kept informed as the

process continues, but we are optimistic and excited about

this opportunity and look forward to forging a positive

and mutually beneficial relationship with the TRA! 

“Do what you can,

with what you have,

where you are.”
– Theodore Roosevelt



TR and the Law

Theodore Roosevelt’s encounters with law and the legal

tradition were anything but abstract. TR did almost

nothing without bringing his outsized personality and

capacity for creating a great story to bear on events. Yet

the legal questions TR encountered in the course of his

life are important ones. His contributions to the national

debate were important. Join members of the Theodore

Roosevelt Center at Dickinson State University in

North Dakota as they consider “Theodore Roosevelt

and the Law” during their annual symposium, set for

Sept. 17-19, 2015. 

Speakers include Kermit Roosevelt III on “TR and the

U.S. Constitution”; Julia Ernst on “Roosevelt, the U.S.

Constitution and the Modern Presidency”; Doug Ellison

on “Roosevelt and Frontier Justice”; Edward Kohn on

“Roosevelt as New York City Police Commissioner”;

and Harry Lembeck on “Roosevelt and Racial Justice:

The Brownsville Incident.” The symposium will also

include a live, spontaneous “Trial of Theodore 

Roosevelt” — you won’t want to miss this interactive

event! 

For more information, visit

www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org

And if you haven’t already done so —

download the TR Center’s “TR Quote of

the Day” app on your smartphone to 

receive a message from the imminently

quotable Theodore Roosevelt every day,

along with links to view his original letters

and documents, and a TR quiz! 

The national Theodore Roosevelt Association is 

finalizing plans for its Annual Meeting, which will take

place Oct. 2-3 in Boston, but already it looks to be quite

memorable. In conjunction with Boston University, the

TRA will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the

Theodore Roosevelt Association Journal. 

Presentation of the Theodore Roosevelt Police Award

will take place on Oct. 2; and retired Boston Police

Commissioner Ed Davis will be the keynote speaker

during our annual dinner fundraiser on Oct. 3. 

An event also is being planned at Brooks Brothers. The

Lenox Hotel will be the host hotel. Many more details

will follow soon; watch the TRA website at

www.theodoreroosevelt.org for more information.

TR said it best: 

‘Get action! Do something!’
We welcome volunteers who would like to facilitate a

program or assist in scheduling guest speakers for our

club. Contact Lora Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 or 

kyroughriders@gmail.com to volunteer. You don’t have

to be a scholar or an expert; just get the conversation

started and we’ll do the rest! Our meetings are an 

opportunity for all voices to be heard through respectful

discussion and debate. 

Want to contribute to meetings but don’t want to lead a

discussion? Bring snacks and soft drinks to a future

meeting! Contact Lora at 270-316-0192 to volunteer. 

It’s time to start collecting Teddy Bears again! New or

pre-loved bears (in good condition) are welcome. The

bears will receive special Rough Rider ribbons and tags

with information and an inspirational quote from TR,

and will be given to children in need. 

Your financial support is always appreciated. Donations

go toward our scholarship fund; cash prizes are awarded

each spring to high school seniors through our Public

Speaking Contest.

Most of all: Support the Kentucky Rough Riders with

your attendance at our monthly meetings! 


