
Kentucky Rough Riders
Theodore Roosevelt Club

Moving Forward ... Charge!
February was a busy and “progressive” month for our

Kentucky Rough Riders!

The month began with a meeting on Feb. 11, 2014, at the

Daviess County Public Library. Sixteen members were in

attendance to hear an enlightening presentation from Ray

Roth about Theodore Roosevelt’s advocacy for women’s

rights, and how that struggle has continued through the

years. Ray shared an abundance of information that was

relevatory to most of us, highlighted by a clip from the

film “Iron Jawed Angels,” starring Hilary Swank. 

The movie documents the American women’s suffrage 

movement during the 1910s. The conversation that 

followed was both challenging and enlightening.

Click HERE to view Ray’s presentation.

See more photos from the Feb. 11 meeting in this issue.

Ray Roth, left; Steven Goodrid and Cindy Goodrid talk
about continued struggles for equality faced by women
today following Ray’s presentation on that topic Feb. 11.

Next Meeting — New Location!
The Kentucky Rough Riders will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday,

March 11, at the DCPS Learning Center, located at 

1700 Parrish Plaza Drive. This road is between Moonlite

BBQ and the bypass; behind the chiropractor office and

White Lightning Liquor. Turn onto Parrish Plaza Drive

and go about a half-block; you will see the Learning 

Center on your right. “You can’t miss it.” 

This location offers plenty of parking, flexible seating 

options, technology access for presentations, full kitchen

facilities and restrooms. 

Lora Wimsatt will facilitate the discussion at this meeting.

Topic: The (growing) gap between the rich and poor. 

As a young Assemblyman in New York, TR was first

introduced to “How the Other Half Lives” through his 

association with journalist Jacob Riis. From there, he 

continued to evolve as a politician who understood the 

social implications of this issue and its effect on every

member of society. 

Please plan to attend to learn more about this relevant

topic., and feel free to invite others who might be

interested. We are here to listen and learn. All opinions are 

valued — we want to hear yours!  
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Teddy Bear ‘Tag and Tie’ Party
The Kentucky Rough Riders hosted a “Teddy Bear ‘Tag and Tie’ Party” on 

Saturday, Feb. 22. Members met to attach tags with information about our club;

an informative message about Theodore Roosevelt; and an inspiring quote from

our 26th President to about 100 Teddy Bears. The bears will be given to 

children living in homeless and spouse abuse shelters; and given to local law

enforcement agencies for distribution to children involved in tramatic situa-

tions, such as domestic violence calls and vehicle accidents. See more 

information and photos from this party and our first presentation in this issue. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/UserFiles/1710/TR/Teddy%20Roosevelt%20and%20womans%20rights%20-%20Ray%20Roth%20-%20Feb%2011%202014.pdf


n Meeting schedule and topics set so far:
Tuesday, March 11 — The Gap Between Rich and Poor

— 6 p.m. at the DCPS Learning Center

April — TR Game Night! TR liked to have fun, and we

do too. Join us for a chance to win prizes! 

Meeting date not set as April 8 is during Fall Break. 

We may vote to reschedule this meeting to the third

Tuesday, which would be April 15.

Saturday, May 10 — Mark your calendar for this 

special meeting, which will take place at the Owensboro 

Museum of Fine Art. See next page for details!

n Everyone is welcome to volunteer to facilitate a topic
of discussion at upcoming meetings. You don’t have to

be a scholar or expert; just share what you know and

open the discussion up for conversation and debate.

We’ll do the rest! 

n Ken Burns is producing a documentary about the 
Roosevelt family — Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor.

This seven-part, 14-hour film will be broadcast on PBS

in the Fall of this year, following the Roosevelt family

from TR’s birth in 1858 to Eleanor’s death in 1962.

Click HERE to read more about this documentary.

n Ken Burns will be the keynote speaker at this year’s
TRA meeting in New York City in late October. 

n Want to contribute to meetings but don’t want to 
facilitate a discussion? Volunteers to provide snacks for

club meetings are always welcome. TR would like that.

n The national Theodore Roosevelt Association is
pleased with our interest in becoming an official chapter

of that organization. They are in the process of 

establishing eligibility requirements. When we receive

that information, our club will consider whether we wish

to pursue that option. If you are interested in joining the

TRA, visit www.theodoreroosevelt.org to learn more.

n Everyone is invited to collect teddy bears and raise
money for our Public Speaking Contest scholarship.

Bears should be new or in excellent pre-loved condition.

Donations of all amounts for the scholarship fund are 

welcome.

n Want to learn more about Theodore Roosevelt? The
Daviess County Public Library has several books about

TR available, or contact Lora Wimsatt and she’ll be glad

to loan a book from her vast collection. Remember, you

don’t have to be an expert about TR ... you don’t even

have to agree with him! ... to be a valued contributor to

our club. Our goal is to provide a forum for respectful

conversation about topics that were of interest to our

26th President that are still relevant today.

TR Public Speaking Contest
Rough Riders, we need your help!

Dr. Angela Gunter is in the process of

finalizing a timeline and guidelines

for the TR Public Speaking Contest,

for which she is serving as chairman.

Our vision is to invite high school 

students from Owensboro/Daviess

County and the surrounding region 

to participate in this event.

We would like to schedule this event

for May 1 ... but first we must raise

$1,000 to offer as the scholarship

prize.

To raise prize money, we are inviting

members to bring a cash donation to

each meeting. (This is optional; not

required). 

We also invite members to collect 

donations. Here is one suggestion on

how you may do that:

We will give you a Teddy Bear to

show your friends and family.

Ask them to “sponsor” this bear,

which will be given away to a local

child in need. Suggested donation is

$10 per person but we will accept any

gift!

The person does not get the bear, 

but has essentially “sponsored” the

cost of giving this bear to a child. 

However, because bears are actually

donated, we will use the money to

fund our TR Speaking Contest 

scholarship fund.

Let’s rise to the challenge, 

Rough Riders! 

Mark Your Calendar!

http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/films/the-roosevelts


Rough Riders to welcome Mike Moran
The Kentucky Rough Riders club is honored to host Michael

Moran of Lexington, formerly of Owensboro, as guest speaker

at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 10, at the Owensboro Museum of

Fine Art, 901 Frederica St. 

Mike Moran is a member of the Citizens Coinage Advisory

Committee; past chairman and current member of the 

Advisory Board of The Art Museum at the University of 

Kentucky; and is a member of the Advisory Board of the

Theodore Roosevelt Association.

He is the author of “Striking Change: The Great Artistic 

Collaboration of Theodore Roosevelt and Augustus Saint-

Gaudens,” exploring TR’s contributions to the design of U.S.

coins and his 1904 inaugural medal; as well as numerous other

publications.

A highlight of this program will be the opportunity to view the

inaugural medal owned by Theodore Roosevelt himself, which

Mike acquired through the family of TR’s son Archie; as well

as the Theodore Roosevelt bust by James Earle Fraser —

which was a favorite of the Roosevelt family — and examples

of the gold coins recently struck by the U.S. Mint in honor of

Edith Roosevelt. 

Mike was actively involved in the design of the Edith 

Roosevelt coin and will share fascinating “behind the scenes”

stories of how the final design was determined. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this special

meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders as we welcome Mike

Moran back to Owensboro.

Mike Moran, pictured with the maquette of the ‘Angel
of Victory’ from the Sherman Monument, which was
the pattern for Saint-Gaudens’ $20 gold piece design.

Rough Riders present bears to Sheriff Keith Cain

Pictured from left: RIley Roth, Sheriff Keith Cain, Jim McCormack and
Schley Cox.

Members of the Kentucky Rough Riders

met at the office of Daviess County 

Sheriff Keith Cain on Friday, Feb. 28,

2014, to present 15 Teddy Bears to be 

assigned to deputies. The bears will be

kept in patrol cars and given to children

involved in traumatic situations, such as

domestic violence calls or vehicle 

accidents.

Sheriff Cain expressed sincere thanks for

the support of the Kentucky Rough Riders

and this partnership in compassion for

children.

Sheriff Cain, an admirer of Theodore

Roosevelt, has had a plaque engraved

with TR’s “Man in the Arena” message on

his office wall for 40 years. He has also

graciously agreed to visit our club as a

guest speaker later this year.



Kentucky Rough Riders meeting — Feb. 11

Teddy Bear Chairman and club treasurer Schley
Cox smiles at a “Teddy Bear bank,” which collects
donations from members at our monthly meetings.
The money goes toward our scholarship prize of
$1,000, which will be awarded to the winner of our
high school public speaking contest.

Debra Thacker, second from right, makes a point as she 
discusses women’s rights issues with, from left, Laura Day-Roth,
Riley Roth and Ray Roth.

Jim McCormack, left, and Todd Reynolds take
their seats as the meeting begins. 

Pictured from left are Jim Barr, Leslie Byrne McCarty and 
Barbara Barr, enjoying refreshments provided by Cindy Hudson.
The Feb. 11 meeting was held at the Daviess County Public 
Library.

The Feb. 11 meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders was attended by 16 members:
Ed L. Allen
Barbara Barr
Jim Barr
Schley Cox

Cindy Goodrid
Steven Goodrid
Cindy Hudson
Leslie Byrne McCarty

Jim McCormack
Karen Owen-Phelps
Todd Reynolds
Laura Day-Roth

Ray Roth
Riley Roth
Debra Thacker
Lora Wimsatt



Our Members (so far!)
KyRoughRiders@gmail.com

“Friend” us on Facebook; look for

TheodoreRoosevelt  KyRoughRiders

Ed L. Allen — edla@bellsouth.net

Barbara Barr — bbarr54@roadrunner.com

Jim Barr — jim.barr@daviess.kyschools.us

Joe Berry — jberry@owensboro.com

Fr. Pat Connell — georgeconnell@bellsouth.net

Schley Cox – schley73@gmail.com 

Ann Futrell — ann.futrell@hotmail.com

Cindy Goodrid — cindy.goodrid@roadrunner.com

Steven Goodrid — steve.goodrid@daviess.kyschools.us

Angie Gunter – angela.gunter@daviess.kyschools.us

Glenn Hodges — stanleyghodges@bellsouth.net

Cindy Hudson – cindy.hudson@daviess.kyschools.us

Linda Jenkins — drjmrsj@aol.com

Wade Jenkins — wade.jenkins@oldnational.com

Greg Kocher — gkocher1@herald-leader.com

Harold Martin — hjm4953@roadrunner.com

Jarrod McCarty – jmccarty@dcplibrary.org

Leslie Byrne McCarty – lbyrne@dcplibrary.org 

Jim McCormack – jftjimmac@gmail.com 

Tracy McQueen — pageturnertracy@gmail.com

Michael Moran — mfmoran@iglou.com

Beth Noffsinger — bnoffsinger@messenger-inquirer.com

Karen Owen-Phelps — kowen-phelps@hotmail.com

Dr. Jeff Payne – astronomer@me.com 

Jimmie Payne – jvp9550@gmail.com

Tom Pope — harlan123@gmail.com

Todd Reynolds — winterlion@juno.com

Brian Roberts — brianroberts _ky@hotmail.com

Laura Day-Roth — dayroth-laura@rvbh.com

Ray Roth – ray.roth@daviess.kyschools.us

Riley Roth — riley.roth@stu.daviess.kyschools.us

Rob Sexton — robsoffice42348@att.net

Debra Thacker — debrasthacker@gmail.com

Dave Welsh — davidwelsh@roadrunner.com

Lora Wimsatt – lora.wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us

Teddy Bear ‘Tag and Tie’ Party

Theodore Roosevelt appears to be
watching as Steve Goodrid prepares
Teddy Bears to be “tagged and tied” 
on Feb. 22. While members tied 
Rough Rider ribbons and tags on bears,
a documentary about TR played in the
background. Jim McCormack is pictured
in the back at left, tying ribbons on bears
for distribution to children in local 
hospitals and shelters.

Steve Goodrid discovered new
ribbon-tying skills at the Teddy
Bear ‘Tag and Tie’ Party!

It wouldn’t be a meeting of the 
Kentucky Rough Riders without food.
Schley Cox takes a break from tagging
bears to enjoy a breakfast casserole
provided by Cindy Hudson.

Right: 
Just a few of the
Teddy Bears that

will find loving
homes with a

child who needs
a friend.


