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The Kentucky Rough Riders were certainly “in the

arena” during the month of May, with an exceptional

program for our meeting and two special events.

We began with a “(Not so) Strenuous Life Spring

Hike” on Saturday, May 2, at Yellow Creek Park. 

Naturalist Obbie Todd once again guided Rough Riders

and guests on a fascinating tour of the natural world

around us, including information about local plants,

trees and wildlife. See photos on page 6 of this

newsletter.

Our first Theodore Roosevelt Public Speaking Contest

for high school seniors took place on Saturday, May

16, at the Wendell H. Ford Government Education

Center, located in the Owensboro Museum of Science

and History. We gave away $800 in scholarships to our

first-, second- and third-place winners, and enjoyed a

lovely reception and fellowship with Rough Riders and

guests. See pages 4-5 for photos and more information.

Our regular monthly meeting took place on Tuesday,

May 19. Our topic was “Words That Changed the

World.” The program included a presentation of

speeches and statements from men and women whose

words of inspiration and challenge changed the lives of

all who heard them, and truly changed the world.

Steve Goodrid, left; and Steven Crone review the agenda
prior to the May 19 meeting of the Kentucky Rough Riders.
Those in attendance shared some of history’s most famous
speeches, including a few of Theodore Roosevelt’s, and
talked about how these powerful messages changed our
lives, and the world.

Click HERE for “Words That Changed the World” summary.

Dave Welsh (pictured at right) brought recordings
of speeches by Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Robert F. Kennedy to share with the Kentucky

Rough Riders. Many of the
messages of great leaders
from our past are still rele-
vant today.

Bruce Whitmer (left) attended
his first meeting of the 
Kentucky Rough Riders, 
contributing many valuable
insights about famous words
that have continued to 
resonate throughout history. Bruce Whitmer

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/UserFiles/1710/TR/Words%20that%20Changed%20the%20World%20ppt.pdf


Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the

Kentucky Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month at the DCPS Learning Center,

1700 Parrish Plaza Drive. Invite a friend; everyone welcome! Don’t forget to check our website at

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt for all the latest announcements and updates!

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

“Our Past, Our People”
6 p.m. Tuesday, June 16

Lee and Aloma Dew are our

special guests as they share

reflections and interesting 

stories about our community’s

history! The Dews are 

respected local historians and

authors, and are members of

the 2015 Daviess County 

Bicentennial Committee.

Everyone is invited to learn

more about the people, places

and events of the past 

(including Theodore 

Roosevelt’s visits to 

Owensboro) and what the 

future holds for Daviess

County, Kentucky. 

The meeting will also include

an opportunity to share 

memories about our 

hometown!

“Travels with TR”
6 p.m. Tuesday, July 21

Lora Wimsatt and Steve &

Cindy Goodrid will share 

stories of their “Travels

with TR” in a lighthearted 

review of visits to TR’s

Elkhorn Ranch; Theodore 

Roosevelt National Park;

attendance at national 

TR Association meetings

in Buffalo and New York

City, including meetings

with Ken Burns and Edmund Morris; mornings on horse-

back in the Dakota Badlands; and how a hurricane, a

dumpster and a mirror inspired the launch of the Ken-

tucky Rough Riders. The program will also include a

conversation about how travel 

enriches our lives – a belief TR most certainly shared. 

"Gun Rights / Gun Control"
6 p.m. Tuesday, August 18

Theodore Roosevelt was a life member of the National

Rifle Association and he owned many firearms. Gun 

ownership is a hot topic today. Steve Crone will set up a

discussion about the Second Amendment, gun rights and

gun control as impacted by the Supreme Court decisions

of District of Columbia v Heller (2008) and McDonald v

Chicago (2010). This meeting will provide an opportunity

for everyone to share their opinions, and listen to and

learn from  the opinions of others.

"Climate Change"
6 p.m. Tuesday,  Sept. 15

Ben Taylor of the Owensboro Sierra Club will  lead this

presentation with information supporting theories about

climate change  — what's happening, how and why is it

happening, what does it mean ... and how can we respond

as individuals and a community. 



Ky. Rough Riders

meeting schedule

and upcoming 

national events
Climate Change, Human Health and 

The Environment: 

Have We Reached The “Crowded Hour”?
6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20 — Kentucky Rough Riders

Climate change, particularly

as a result of burning fossil

fuels, impacts human health

both locally and on a global

basis. Shifts in weather 

patterns and accumulation 

of heat affect the stability of

certain environments (land

masses, oceans) and cause profound changes that affect

human, animal and plant species from the macro- down

to the microhabitat level. Ed Cupp will share examples of

these changes, as well as explaining how they impact

public health in Kentucky and elsewhere. 

TR and the Law

Theodore Roosevelt’s encounters with law and the legal

tradition were anything but abstract. TR did almost

nothing without bringing his outsized personality and

capacity for creating a great story to bear on events. Yet

the legal questions TR encountered in the course of his

life are important ones. His contributions to the national

debate were important. Join members of the Theodore

Roosevelt Center at Dickinson State University in

North Dakota as they consider “Theodore Roosevelt

and the Law” during their annual symposium, set for

Sept. 17-19, 2015. 

Speakers include Kermit Roosevelt III on “TR and the

U.S. Constitution”; Julia Ernst on “Roosevelt, the U.S.

Constitution and the Modern Presidency”; Doug Ellison

on “Roosevelt and Frontier Justice”; Edward Kohn on

“Roosevelt as New York City Police Commissioner”;

and Harry Lembeck on “Roosevelt and Racial Justice:

The Brownsville Incident.” The symposium will also

include a live, spontaneous “Trial of Theodore 

Roosevelt” — you won’t want to miss this interactive

event! 

For more information, visit

www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org

And if you haven’t already done so —

download the TR Center’s “TR Quote of

the Day” app on your smartphone to 

receive a message from the imminently

quotable Theodore Roosevelt every day,

along with links to view his original letters

and documents, and a TR quiz! 

The national Theodore Roosevelt Association is 

finalizing plans for its Annual Meeting, which will take

place Oct. 2-3 in Boston, but already it looks to be quite

memorable. In conjunction with Boston University, the

TRA will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the

Theodore Roosevelt Association Journal. 

Presentation of the Theodore Roosevelt Police Award

will take place on Oct. 2; and retired Boston Police

Commissioner Ed Davis will be the keynote speaker

during our annual dinner fundraiser on Oct. 3. 

An event also is being planned at Brooks Brothers. The

Lenox Hotel will be the host hotel. Many more details

will follow soon; watch the TRA website at

www.theodoreroosevelt.org for more information.



TR Public Speaking Contest
The Kentucky Rough Riders sponsored our first TR 

Public Speaking Contest on May 16. The contest was

open to for high school seniors in Daviess County and the

surrounding region.

The contest took place in the magnificent Wendell H.

Ford Government Education Center, located in the

Owensboro Museum of Science and History. We extend

sincere appreciation to museum director Kathy Olson and

her staff for their support. 

Todd Reynolds, executive director of Theatre Workshop

of Owensboro, served as our master of ceremonies.

Judges were Bob Glenn and Bruce Whitmer, members of

the Owensboro Toastmasters Club; and Kentucky Rough

Rider member Schley Cox.

Contest chairman Dr. Angela Gunter coordinated entries

from students representing three area high schools. 

Karen Owen-Phelps served as our hospitality chairman, 

coordinating a lovely reception for participants and

guests.

Cash scholarships were awarded: $500 to the first-place

winner; $200 for second place; and $100 to the third-

place 

winner. The first-place winner will also receive a bronze

bust of TR; and all students will be presented with a 

personalized certificate featuring an excerpt from

Theodore Roosevelt’s famous “Man in the Arena” speech.

Pictured from left: Gabriel Fillman won the $100 third place
award with a speech about the life of Theodore Roosevelt.
He is a senior at Owensboro High School and will study 
education at Owensboro Community and Technical 
College.

Tyler Belcher, a senior at Daviess County High School,
won the $200 second place award with a speech about 
TR and citizenship. He will major in political science at the
University of Kentucky this fall.

Breanna Short, a senior at Muhlenberg County High
School, won the $500 first place award with her speech
about the influence of the Hasty Pudding Club on the life of
TR. She will attend Madisonville Community College next
year, studying agriculture education.

Judges Bruce Whitmer, Bob Glenn and
Schley Cox (from left) make notes as they
listen to a speech.

Todd Reynolds,
left, director of
Theatre Workshop
of Owensboro,
served as master
of ceremonies 
for the speech 
contest.

Karen Owen-Phelps, above, arranges refreshments on a table as 
she prepares a reception that was enjoyed by students, guests and
members of the Kentucky Rough Riders while judges reviewed their
scores following the presentation of speeches. The event was held in
the beautiful Wendell H. Ford Government Education Center — 
an inspiring venue for this event!



TR Public Speaking Contest
THANK YOU to all members of
the Kentucky Rough Riders who
made this event possible through
your financial contributions to the
scholarship funds; donations of
refreshments; and your support of
this event through your volunteer
service and attendance. 

Right: Participants in the speech
contest received cash scholarships

and personalized certificates 
featuring TR’s famous “Man in the

Arena” speech. The first-place 
winner also received a bust of

Theodore Roosevelt.

Dr. Angela Gunter, chairman of the Kentucky Rough Riders
Public Speaking Contest, talks with Timmy Wimsatt during a
reception following the speeches.

Gabriel Fillman looks at the displays in the Wendell H.
Ford Government Education Center while awaiting the
judges’ decision following presentation of speeches. 

Left: The reception
featured a cake 
decorated with the
logo of the Kentucky
Rough Riders.

Right: Breanna Short,
a member of the Class
of 2015 at Muhlenberg
County High School,

enjoys the reception following the speech contest
with members of her family. Breanna was our first-
place winner, presenting a lively and engaging
speech that connected TR and his Harvard days to
the “hashtag” world of today’s communication.



Rough Riders Spring Hike

It was a beautiful day as 27 Kentucky Rough Riders and guests met on May 2 at Yellow Creek Park for our annual
Spring Hike, conducted by local naturalist Obbie Todd. Obbie guided the group along the nature trails and across the
swinging bridge, stopping along the way to point out trees and plants used by Native Americans and our pioneer 
ancestors for food, medicine and other purposes. 


