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The War on Poverty

The Kentucky Rough Riders were honored to welcome

guest speaker Rodney Berry, president of the Public Life

Foundation of Owensboro, at our Jan. 20, 2015, meeting.

The PLFO is committed to facilitating “information, 

deliberation and action” about important issues in our

community, including a September 2014 conversation 

exploring “The War on Poverty — 50 Years of Social 

Action: Was It Worth the Cost?” Rodney provided an

overview of that meeting, including information and data

that was shared with those in attendance, and a summary

of the group’s response and consensus.

The study guide and summary included two representative

viewpoints shared at that forum:

“Government should step out of the way and our 

community should take care of its own.” – Tom Anderson

“Poverty of 1964 is different than today’s poverty. We

have something called ‘the working poor’ today. It is

sometimes very difficult for someone working full time to

stay out of poverty.” — Keith Sanders

The presentation was followed by a robust discussion and

debate among our Kentucky Rough Riders, facilitated by

Rodney Berry.

Interestingly, the Jan. 21, 2015, “TR Quote of the Day”

shared by the Theodore Roosevelt Center in Dickinson,

N.D., was this:

“Friends, every man of us stumbles at times. Woe to the

man who does not stretch out his hand to help his brother

when that brother stumbles. Help him out. Put him on his

feet. But when he is on his feet, he has got to walk 

himself.” — Theodore Roosevelt

From a speech delivered in Buenos Aires in 1913

See page 4 for more photos from this meeting

January 2015

Our January meeting featured a video presentation from

PBS regarding an overview of the 50th anniversary of

President Lyndon Johnson’s “War on Poverty.” The clip

and transcript are available at http://www.pbs.org/new-

shour/bb/government_programs-jan-june14-poverty_01-

08/#.VK_9G2MmDJc.email or click HERE to view.

Rodney Berry, President

Public Life Foundation of Owensboro

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/government_programs-jan-june14-poverty_01-08/#.VK_9G2MmDJc.email


Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the

Kentucky Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month at the DCPS Learning Center,

1700 Parrish Plaza Drive. Invite a friend; everyone welcome! Don’t forget to check our website at

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt for all the latest announcements and updates!

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

Climate Change
6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17

Jim Howard will facilitate a discussion about climate

change / global warming. This may not have been a “hot

topic” in TR’s day, but it is one in which he would have

been  intensely interested. Come ready to listen, learn and

share about this issue, including evidence for and against;

causes and effects; and how we can respond as individuals

and as a nation. 

Travels with TR
6 p.m. Tuesday, March 17

Lora Wimsatt will share stories of her “Travels with TR”

in a lighthearted review of attendance at national

Theodore Roosevelt Association meetings in Buffalo and

New York City, including meetings with Ken Burns and

Edmund Morris; mornings on horseback in the Dakota

Badlands; and how a hurricane, a dumpster and a mirror

inspired the launch of the Kentucky Rough Riders. 

TR on Screen
6 p.m. Tuesday, May 19

American Presidents are

frequently portrayed in

films, either as the main

subject or in the 

background of historical

pieces. 

Because Theodore 

Roosevelt was so 

colorful, it is not 

surprising that he has

been depicted several

times in both comedies

and dramas. 

Steven S. Crone will facilitate a review and critique of

several actors brave enough to tackle the role of the most

interesting man in the world, including Tom Berenger

(“Rough Riders”), Brian Keith (“The Wind and the

Lion”) and Robin Williams (“Night at the Museum”) ...

and we will discuss a project in the planning stage. 

Does Leonardo DiCaprio have the right stuff to portray a

young, pre-presidential TR? This meeting will include

film clips and popcorn so plan now to join us for a

“bully” good time!

Let’s Talk About It!
6 p.m. Tuesday, April 21

Our April meeting will

feature an “open door”

format during which

members may bring up

topics of current events

and interest for discussion

and debate. Everything is

on the table tonight, 

including politics, 

religion and all the other

topics we are usually advised to avoid in “polite” 

conversation! As always, our guiding principles of 

respectful dialog are in place, with a reminder that 

“what we see here, what we say here, when we leave

here, let it stay here.”



TR Public Speaking Contest
Dr. Angela Gunter is in the process of

finalizing a timeline and guidelines

for the TR Public Speaking Contest,

for which she is serving as chairman.

Our vision is to invite high school

students from Owensboro/Daviess

County and the surrounding region 

to participate in this event.

The Kentucky Rough Riders will

offer cash scholarships to first-, 

second- and third-place winners. The

first-place winner will also receive a

bust of TR, similar to the one 

pictured here; and all participants will

receive a nice certificate.

Our fundraiser has been very success-

ful so far and we now have about

$850 in our treasury to be divided

among the winning students. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation

to this program is asked to contact

club president Lora Wimsatt at 

270-316-0192 or by email at 

kyroughriders@gmail.com by 

Jan. 31.

The contest is scheduled to begin at

11 a.m. Saturday, May 16, at the

Wendell H. Ford Government 

Education Center in the Owensboro

Museum of Science and History. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with

registration and serving light 

refreshments at a reception to follow.

For more information, contact Lora or

Angie Gunter at 270-952-1691 or

angie.gunter@daviess.kyschools.us



The War on Poverty
Sixteen members were in attendance at our Jan. 20

meeting to hear Rodney Berry of the Public Life

Foundation share insights gleaned from the PLFO’s

recent public forum exploring the war on poverty, its

successes and shortcomings. 

Kentucky Rough Riders are encouraged to visit 

www.plfo.org to sign up for this excellent 

organization’s newsletters and notices of future 

meetings on important topics.

Kentucky Rough Riders listen to a Teddy Bear Report from

Teddy Bear Lieutenant Jim Howard, who distributed about 170

bears to local organizations during the month of December. The

bears all found loving homes with children in our community who

need a friend.

Barbara Barr, left, talks with two prospective

members who attended their first Rough Riders

meeting in January at Barb’s invitation. Virginia

Morgan (center) and Connie Nugent enjoyed

their introduction to our club. Meetings are open

to everyone! Members are always encouraged to

invite their friends to join us. 

Steve Goodrid, right, thanks Rodney Berry for his

presentation following the Jan. 20 meeting.

Our meetings always

provide an opportunity

for good old-fashioned

fellowship. Above,

Shannon Jasper, Jim

Howard and Ed L. Allen

trade remarks about the

evening’s program; 

at right, Karen Owen-

Phelps and Schley Cox

discuss the evening’s

topic.


