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The Genesis of a Coin Design
An overflow crowd was on hand to welcome Michael

Moran back to his hometown on Saturday, May 10, as Mike

shared insights regarding the development of the Edith

Roosevelt coin. 

Mike, a member of the U.S. Mint Citizens Coinage 

Advisory Committee, was instrumental in the design of the

Edith coin, which is a companion to the Theodore 

Roosevelt coin in the presidential series. Mike brought a

number of items from his personal collection to share with

those in attendance, including a bust of TR sculpted by

James Earle Fraser and the 1905 inaugural coin that traces

its heritage back to TR’s son Archie, who received it as a

gift from his father.

The program took place at the Owensboro Museum of Fine

Art, an appropriate venue for this topic. A reception was

held afterward with refreshments. All those in attendance

were presented with a TR dollar coin. These coins are 

available locally only at Bruner’s Collectibles, 1628 Triplett

St., Owensboro.

The presentation was fascinating and informative. 

The Kentucky Rough Riders are privileged to have hosted

Mike Moran, who is also an honorary member of our club.

Mike is also the author of “Striking Change: The Great

Artistic Collaboration of Theodore Roosevelt and Augustus

Saint-Gaudens,” exploring TR’s contributions to the design

of U.S. coins and his 1905 inaugural medal. 
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Top: Michael Moran speaks to an audience of Kentucky Rough Riders
and members of the community.
Above: TR’s favorite photograph of his wife Edith was used as the 
design of a coin honoring the First Lady. A letter signed by Edith is also
included in this display. 
Right: Lora Wimsatt and Kevin Bruner are pictured with two examples
of the Saint-Gaudens double eagle $20 gold coin, considered the most
beautiful of all U.S. coins. In the background is the 1905 inaugural
medal owned by Theodore Roosevelt.



Mark your calendar with this meeting schedule and join

the conversation! Unless otherwise noted, the Kentucky

Rough Riders meet at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of each

month at the DCPS Learning Center, 1700 Parrish Plaza

Drive.

6 p.m. Tuesday, June 17

Steve Goodrid will lead a fascinating exploration of TR’s

role in the Spanish-American War. This is a topic that

lends itself to endless discussion about issues ranging

from media influence on public opinion, racial attitudes

and how a forceful personality can change history. The

Spanish-American War literally changed the balance of

the power among nations. Why was it so important to TR

to fight? These and other fascinating subjects will all be

on the table at our June meeting! 

6 p.m. Tuesday, July 15 

Jim Barr will facilitate an overview

of Ida Tarbell and other investigative

journalists of TR’s day. Tarbell,

whose investigation of Standard Oil

contributed to the breakup 

(“trust busting”) of that and other 

monopolies, was one of the most 

influential people of the 20th century. How did the media

perceive their roles and responsibilities in TR’s time ...

and how does that compare to today? 

6 p.m. Tuesday, August 19 

Daviess County Sheriff Keith

Cain will share insights about

TR’s contributions to law 

enforcement reform. Many of

the policies and procedures TR

implemented during his term as

NY City Police Commissioner

are still in place today. Sheriff

Cain will also share 

TR’s legacy of law enforcement

professionals as public servants.

6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16

Tom P. Leonard will lead the 

Kentucky Rough Riders in an

overview of the life of Theodore

Roosevelt. This presentation

promises to be a “great 

adventure,” just as TR’s life was.

Plan to join us for an interesting

evening reviewing TR’s many

roles, his contributions to our 

nation and his legacy to history. 

Coming up — 

TR Game Night! TR liked to have fun, and we do too.

Join us for a chance to win prizes with a variety of games

... all with a Theodore Roosevelt theme! 

n Everyone is welcome to volunteer to facilitate a topic of
discussion at upcoming meetings. You don’t have to be an

expert; just share what you know and open the discussion

up for conversation and debate. We’ll do the rest! 

n Want to learn more

about Theodore 

Roosevelt? 
The Daviess County Public Library

has several books available, or 

contact Lora Wimsatt and she’ll be

glad to loan a book from her vast

collection. 

Remember, you don’t have to be an

expert about TR ... you don’t even

have to agree with him! ... to be a

valued contributor to our club. 

Our goal is to provide a forum for respectful conversation

about topics that were of interest to our 26th President that

are still relevant today.

Ky. Rough Riders meeting schedule

Would you like to contribute to meetings but don’t

want to facilitate a discussion? Volunteers to provide

snacks for club meetings are always welcome. 

Contact Lora Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 if you’d like to

bring refreshments to our June 17 meeting.



Here’s your opportunity 

to wear the coolest stuff in town!
We now have Rough Rider bandannas

available for sale as part of our club’s first

official fundraiser. These bandannas are a

generous size, made of durable cotton and

feature the blue and white polka dot pattern

worn by TR and his Rough Riders during

the Spanish-American War. 

Cost is $20 each. 

Proceeds will go toward our scholarship

fund.  We have only a limited number available. Contact Lora

Wimsatt at 270-316-0192 or kyroughriders@gmail.com to reserve

yours today! 

Why did TR wear the bandanna? Well, one reason was to keep the

stiff collar of his uniform from scratching his neck ... but also just

because TR had a flair for fashion!  Bandannas also provided 

protection from the hot sun and dust. 

The sight of TR’s scarf fluttering from his hat was an inspiration

to his troops as he led the charge up Kettle and San Juan hills.

Rough Rider bandannas are available for $20
each. Teddy Bear not included. 
Contact Lora Wimsatt to place your order! 

Visit our Kentucky Rough Riders website!
Our Kentucky Rough Riders website includes a schedule of 

upcoming meetings with description of discussion topics and the

time, date and location of each meeting.

The site also includes links to our Facebook page, email account; 

a summary of our club purpose (we are dedicated to the legacy of

Theodore Roosevelt through exploration of historic and current

events and community service); and brief descriptions of our club’s

service projects (Teddy Bear distribution to local children and our

high school public speaking contest).

You can also save this website to your smartphone through the “Add

to Home Screen” option for easy, on-the-go access.

If you have not already done so, please “Like” us on Facebook at

“Theodore Roosevelt - Ky Rough Riders.” This is NOT the same as

the TheodoreRoosevelt Kyroughriders you may have “friended.”

The page you “Like” is limited exclusively to posts by and about the 

Kentucky Rough Riders while the account you “friend” also includes

personal posts made by others. 

Click HERE to visit our Kentucky Rough Riders website

or go to

kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt

Be sure to bookmark us as a ‘Favorite’

http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt
http://kyroughriders.wix.com/theodoreroosevelt
https://www.facebook.com/KyRoughRiders


Theodore Roosevelt Association
The 2014 annual meeting of the 

national Theodore Roosevelt 

Association  is set for Oct. 24-25 in

TR’s hometown, New York City, 

with Emmy Award-winning 

filmmaker Ken Burns as the special

guest. 

Highlights include an excerpt from 

the seven-part, 14-hour film “The 

Roosevelts: An Intimate History,” and

remarks from Mr. Burns. Guests will

have the opportunity to participate in

a question-and-answer period with the

legendary filmmaker.

The documentary, spotlighting the

lives and legacies of Theodore 

Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt, will be broadcast this fall on PBS. Dates have not yet been 

announced but you’ll want to set your DVRs and get your popcorn ready for this one.

The TRA meeting will also feature Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edmund Morris, who will discuss and sign copies of

his new book, “Nine Lives of Theodore Roosevelt.” Morris is the author of the TR trilogy: “The Rise of Theodore 

Roosevelt,” “Theodore Rex” and “Colonel Roosevelt.” 

Learn more about the TRA and the annual meeting at www.theodoreroosevelt.org

Dickinson State University
The Theodore Roosevelt Center at

Dickinson State University, N.D., is

hosting its conference Sept. 25-27, 

focusing on TR and World War I.

TR’s ardent calls for military 

preparedness and for early entry into

the Great War echoed in his own 

family, and reverberated throughout

the nation and world. 

This conference will consider the

roots of the crisis, TR’s response, 

his family’s participation and views of

the war from the United States and

European standpoints.

Topics include:

“The Mad Catastrophe: An 

Introduction to World War I” by 

Geoffrey Wawro, author of “A Mad

Catastrophe: The Outbreak of 

World War I and the Collapse of the

Habsburg Empire.”

“Roosevelt, Wilson and the 

War to End All Wars” by J. Lee

Thompson, author of “Never Call 

Retreat: Theodore Roosevelt and the

Great War.”

“An Abiding Duty: The Roosevelt

Family and the Great War,” by Amy

Verone, chief of cultural resources,

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site.

“World War I and the Prairie: TR’s

War Against Isolationism,” by 

Kimberly Porter, professor of history,

University of North Dakota.

“A War Against the Earth? An 

Examination of TR’s Militarism and

Conservation,” by Hans Krabbendam,

assistant director of the Roosevelt

Study Center, The Netherlands. 

For more information, visit

www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org


